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CAMPUS EVENTS
International Conference on Affirmative Action and
Sustainable Development Goal of Gender Equality
The International Conference on Affirmative Action and Sustainable
Development Goal of Gender Equality was conducted from
September 22-23, 2018 by the Tamil Nadu National Law University,
in collaboration with Oxford Human Rights Hub, United Kingdom.
The Organising Team from Tamil Nadu National Law University was
headed by Assistant Professor of Law, Mr. Rahul Hemrajani, with
the guidance of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Professor Dr. Kamala
Sankaran, worked along with Professor Sandra Fredman, Director,
Oxford Human Rights Hub, UK. The keynote speech was delivered
by Hon'ble Justice Indira Banerjee, Judge, Supreme Court of India. The conference brought together
luminaries from across the globe to engage in discussing and in analysing the plethora of issues and
the existing dichotomy of the paradigms on gender equality and in understanding that the discourse
needs to include the knowledge of the stakeholders to ensure a successful shift to provide for the
Sustainable Developmental Goals as adopted by the United Nations in 2015. It aims to end poverty,
protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all people. The goals provide policy objectives for
countries to aspire to meet over a number of years. The conference focussed on addressing issues
which direct us to establish the way in which Sustainable Development Goals and human rights can
work together to achieve transformative change in the realm of gender equality.

On the Comparative Constitutional Law Course by
Prof. Mark Tushnet
Prof. Mark Tushnet is a proponent of democracy and in
all his works, he has focused on lessening the impact of
judiciary in determining the legality of the laws, thereby
promoting effective democratic rule. This, he calls,
Political Constitutionalism. In the first class held in
August, 2018, the lecture focused mainly on the
expansion of such political constitutionalism in a State,
with criticisms on Hans Kelsen’s theory of Constitutional
courts. According to Kelsen, there should be courts specifically established to decide on the
constitutionality of the legislations, apart from normal courts which deals with statutory
interpretation and Administrative law. The discussion also proceeded towards the scope of
application of PILs. In the second lecture, the concept of judicial efficacy was discussed in detailed
with various examples, which was followed by a discussion of the case Allen v. Wright. The scope of
the constitutional right to freedom of speech and expression was discussed with examples of Mark
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Anthony and Abraham Lincoln. This discussion was carried over to the successive lecture the next day
discussing extensively, the different methods the courts of US and Canada have adapted in
determining the scope of the Freedom of Speech and Expression in their respective territory. The
categorical approach of the US aims in attaining objectivity over the definition of the freedom,
whereas, the doctrine of proportionality as followed by Canada empowers the courts to decide
subjectively. In the final day of lecture, the affirmative action in US and India were compared, as a
form of discussion, as encouraged by the Professor which led to the discussion of stimulating concepts
and major differences- mainly because of the differences in the societal composition. It was altogether
an invigorating experience for the students, and a peek inside Harvard.

A Panel Discussion on Constitutional Imperatives
The Tamil Nadu National Law University had a stirring panel discussion titled Constitutional
Imperatives and Judicial Review: Challenges before the Courts held on August 4, 2018. The members of
the panel were Professor Mark Tushnet, Hon'ble Thiru. Justice G R Swaminathan, Judge, madras High
Court and Professor Arun Thiruvengadam, with Professor (Dr) Kamala Sankaran as the moderator.
Many aspects of the involvement of Judiciary in a democratic political system were discussed. The
panel gave a view of the complexities of Constitutionalism and the legitimacy and the knowledge of
the Judiciary as a source of representative Democracy. Justice Swaminathan stated the reality of the
functioning of the judiciary and its drawbacks. He expressed the limitations of the Judiciary on certain
issues pertaining to its functions. Prof. Tushnet was remarkable in engaging with the notion of the
doctrine of basic structure of the constitution and its utility in judgements and the existence of the
rule of law in the practise of Public Interest Litigations in India.
He reiterated that the Public Interest Litigations acts as an existential proposition, the
potential problems by the courts and the possibility of unconstitutional Constitutional amendments.
Prof. Thiruvengadam helped in understanding the system of the courts through the flow of history
and also the stated the integral duty of the involvement of the executive in the implementation of the
judicial pursuits and the reality of the existence of the gap between the two pillars of the Government
in India. This interesting discussion lead to questioning the role of the courts as a substitute for the
representative democracy in a country like India which has an interlink between the executive and the
Judiciary, the implementations of the judicial stands which can only be carried out by involving the
bureaucratic systems. And the limitations of the judiciary as a non-elected body of the Government
and the need for the judiciary to act a facilitators of democracy for the representation. The session
ended with a short interactive session between the attendees and the panel where the students asked
many questions on the balance of equality and liberty in the nation and the need for an effective
Judicial system which works beyond the status quo in the Courts of India.

2nd TNNLU-CCI Moot Court Competition
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The 2nd TNNLU-CCI National Moot Court Competition, 2019, was a grand success as eighteen
teams from all over the country plunged into the contemporary field of competition law,
specifically in the areas of abuse of power by a handful of dominating entities. It was hosted by
Tamil Nadu National Law University (TNNLU), in association with the Competition Commission of
India (CCI) from March 1-3, 2019. The Inaugural Ceremony was bustling with excitement, with
eminent personalities like Thiru. S. Kumaraguru, Principal District Judge, Tiruchirapalli, and Dr. A.
Amalraj, IPS, Commissioner of Police, Tiruchirappalli, gracing the event. Prof. (Dr.) Kamala
Sankaran was also there to give the event a delightful head start. The rounds went on for two days
and Abhirami K, Pavithra Sundararajan and Niyati H. Desai from School of Excellence in Law (SOEL)
bagged the first place and won a cash prize of ₹30,000. Subhashree Jena, Kratika Vyas and Prapti
Sachan, from Dr Ram Manohar Lohiya National Law University (RMLNLU) were the runners up,
winning ₹20,000. The other semi-finalists were from SASTRA Deemed University and Symbiosis
Law School (SLS), Pune, who won ₹10,000 each.
The rest of the quarterfinalists were from Nirma University, Symbiosis Law School (SLS),
Hyderabad, Damodaram Sanjivayya National Law University (DSNLU), and Campus Law Centre
(CLC). The team consisting of Sahil Mathur, Priyanshi Shukla and Sagar from DSNLU won the Best
Memorial Award and a cash prize of ₹15,000. The Best Speaker was Abhrami K from SOEL and she
won a cash prize of ₹15,000. The Valedictory Ceremony was also equally successful. The Chief Guest
was Hon’ble Thiru. Justice T.S. Sivagnanam, Judge, Madras High Court. The Guests of Honour were
from different backgrounds. Among them were Mr. Vijay Narayan, Senior Advocate and Advocate
General of Tamil Nadu, Mr. K.V. Viswanathan, Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of India and Mr.
Rakesh Bhanot Adviser, Competition Commission of India. The event was organised by the Moot
Court Committee, TNNLU, and the Centre for Competition Law (CCL). The Centre for Competition
Law (CCL), TNNLU was set up in February 2018 to create awareness among the general public about
the implications of Competition Law and to carry out focused research in the field of Competition
and Commercial Laws. The event would also not have been possible without the help of the
volunteers who worked incessantly for its success.

1st TNNLU National Med-Arb Competition 2019- Report
The Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) Committee, TNNLU
in collaboration with Nani Palkhiwala Arbitration Centre
(NPAC), Chennai organized the first edition of the TNNLU,
National Mediation-Arbitration Competition from March 810, 2019. In a departure from the conventional style of a
competition aimed at testing each of the dispute resolution
mechanisms. Individually, this competition seamlessly
merged the world of mediation between parties in dispute,
and the arbitration process that followed such negotiations.
Notably participants were expected to fill all the roles
required in the process, leaving the judges to be silent
observers of the process. This took the competition very
close to actual practice, and trained students to learn all the
roles in the dispute resolution process; something unseen in
regular competitions of this nature.
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The competition kicked off in the evening of March 8, 2019 where participants formally registered
themselves and received their kits. The inaugural ceremony was held after this and was attended
by the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) Kamala Sankaran. This was followed by the draw of lots
and exchange of memorials, after which, a short orientation for the participating teams was
conducted. The problem was based on the satirical representation of politics through films and
the ensuing damage of reputation on political parties. It was inspired by the events set off by the
controversial film “The Accidental Prime Minister” and the Special Enquiry conducted in USA
against top officials of tech giants.
Around 30 students from various institutions across the country participated in
the competition, which involved two stages; first, participants played the role of client and counsel
negotiating with an opposing team in the presence of two mediators who were expected to lead the
process. And second, after a short break for discussion, the participants donned the role of
counsels arguing their case in front of arbitration bench (also students) seeking an arbitral award in
their favour. The arbitration bench then drafted the award on the basis of the arguments. The
judges
posed their questions and critiques at the end of every round, on the basis of which, all the
participants were marked. The preliminary rounds were held on March 9, 2019. The knockout
rounds happened on the next day. The final mediation rounds were judged by prominent mediators
from Chennai, Ms. Uma Ramanathan, Mr. Vijaykrishnan and Ms. Pushya Sitaraman. While the final
arbitration rounds were presided over by Mr. N L Rajah, Senior Advocate, Madras High Court and
Founding Director of NPAC, Mr. Inba Vijayan and Ms. Priyadharshini Natarajan.
After a fierce contest, Alliance University, Bangalore were declared the winners for being
the best team of counsels. Symbiosis Law School, Noida were the runners- up. While the Symbiosis
Law Schools bagged both the awards for the best arbitrators; Noida as winners, Hyderabad as
runners. The valedictory function was held in late noon and was attended by the Hon’ble Vice
Chancellor, Prof. (Dr.) Kamala Sankaran, ADR Committee Faculty Advisor Ms. Deepika Sivakumar,
and presided over by Mr. N L Rajah, who gave a brief speech on the scope and need for mediation,
arbitration and alternative dispute resolution mechanisms. The winners received cash awards of a
total of Rs. 50,000 and were felicitated by the judges.

IUMCC 2018- FINAL REPORT
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IUMCC 2018 was held from September 7-9, 2018. The problem for this academic year was based on
Anti-defection Law and Constitutional Law. The moot proposition was released on August 7, 2018.
The deadline for Memorial submission was September 3, 2018, 25 students from the first year and 130
students from the senior batches had registered for the researcher test. Of these, 24 first year
students and 111 senior year students appeared for the Researcher’s Test held on 5th September 2018.
From the first years, a total of 32 teams had registered and participated in the oral rounds held on
September 7, 2018. We had invited 8 external judges and 16 internal judges for the same. Sagnik Sarkar
and Krishna J secured Rank 1 and 2 respectively in the Freshers' Moot. Pratibha Bhati and Aditi Mehta
secured Rank 1 and 2 respectively in the Freshers' Researchers' test. Disha Jain and George Nalappat
were awarded rank 1 and 2 respectively in the Intra-University Moot. Sharanya K and Suryanarayana
SM secured Rank 1 and 2 in the Intra-University Researchers' test.

Vivatam 2018- A Debate Jeopardy
The Annual Intra-University Debate competition, Vivatam,
held in the Tamil Nadu National Law University (TNNLU)
Campus from October 27-28, 2018 had reached new heights
with its new and improved second edition. As the weight of
debates can never be exaggerated, it was a indulgence for all
were a part of it, beginning from the participants, the
delightful volunteers and the members of the TNNLU Debate
Committee themselves. The debates were performed in the
British Parliamentary style and were too full for three whole
rounds of relentless deluges of arguments from the participants. Around twenty teams were not only
competing for the title of the winner, but also individually among themselves for the title of the ‘Best
Speaker.’ Themes of the debate were varied and flamboyant, ranging from very fresh issues of
political inclinations of social media platforms to the relevant issues in the fictional settings of the XMen universe. There were also themes that focused on political alliances and ideology, when the gun
rights issue was elaborately debated. The topic on the ‘adopt a heritage’ plan was also out of the
ordinary.
The rounds were adjudged by the senior members of the
Debate Committee, and there was a pleasant surprise waiting
for the participants: Alumni from the TNNLU, from the first
batch (Apoorva Vinjamur and Surjeeth Rahulji) had made a
special visit and were exhilarated to be there too. October 27,
2018 saw the preliminary rounds go smoothly, leaving everyone
in suspense for the knock-outs and the finals that were held on
the next day. Aadith S. and Anurathna M. were proudly declared
the winners. Anurathna M. was also adjudged Best Speaker.
Sharanya K. and Nivea S R were declared the runners up. There
was the traditional social get-together, of course, and the event
was finally wrapped up with the rest of us waiting for the third
edition!
6

2nd TNNLU Inter-Varsity Parliamentary Debate
The 2nd TNNLU Inter-Varsity Parliamentary Debate
was conducted by the Debate Club, TNNLU from
February 22-24, 2019 The tournament was conducted
in the British Parliamentary format and was a grand
success. The core adjudicators invited for the event
were Sameeksha Rao, Vignesh Hariharan and
Sparshith Sampath, All of whom have very impressive
debating portfolios. The motions for the tournament
included a wide range of topics from Wanderlust to
Religion, and the debates were productive.
After three days of fighting it out for the title, here are
the results;
Winners: Vikram and Nikhila, R. V. College of
Engineering.
Runners Up: Sathvik and Sakshi, MS Ramaiah College
of Law.
Best adjudicator: Shirish, R. V. College of Engineering.
Best Speaker: Sathvik, MS Ramaiah College of Law.

Workshops
The workshop conducted by Mr Aishwarye Dubey, in
the month of August provided illuminating information
about Mediation and Negotiation competitions. The
workshop operated over the course of three days from
August 21-23, 2018. Mr Dubey who was the winner of
ICC Young International Mediation Competition, 2015
and Best Mediator of NLS ADR Tournament, 2015,
shared his insights on the competitions and told the
students what it takes to be a winner and excel in mediation and negotiation competitions. The first
day of the workshop we dealt with the major theoretical aspects of both negotiation and mediation
and the procedure and the objectives of both of those alternative dispute resolution mechanisms.
Both mediation and negotiation are very closely related as mediation is a form of facilitated
negotiator. There are several distinctive characteristics of a mediation competition such as it is very
informal and completely voluntary. Moreover, it is non-binding to the point of the agreement. It must
not be forgotten that mediation and negotiation is only for civil cases and not criminal ones. During
the course of the other two days we were told about the specific rules in accordance to which each of
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the clients, counsels and the mediators function in a mediation competition. It is extremely
important for the mediator to conduct a successful and amicable resolution by keeping control of
the mediation and maintaining neutrality while interacting with the respective clients and
counsels. The counsel has to remain stoic through the proceedings and has to think practically in
all situations. We had a mock mediation competition which was judged by Mr. Aishwarye Dubey
himself and he offered personalised feedback to every student who participated. He chose
Utkarsh, Nivea and Shradha as the best client, mediator and the counsel respectively. The
workshop ended with the winners of the mock mediation getting a treat and the participants in
the sessions gaining valuable experience from the workshop.

Tamil Nadu National Law University along with the Competition Commission of India conducted a
translation workshop on July 28, 2018. TNNLU is an empanelled institution of the CCI, and the
members of the Centre for Competition Law, TNNLU Mr. Mohammed Azaad and Mr. C.R. Shriram
organised this workshop. The workshop was organised to translate a CCI booklet into Tamil. This
was a one-day workshop where around 25 students of the University enrolled to take part in the
Tamil-English-Tamil Translation Workshop. This event began with a welcome by the Vice
Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) Kamala Sankaran. Hon'ble Justice (Retd.) Prabha Sridevan, Prof. Dr. Palani
Arangasamy of the Tamil University, Thanjavur, Mr. Ravikumar, Asst. Director, Department of Law,
and Mr. Anil, Addl. Secretary, CCI (Economics) were the resource persons. In the morning session,
the dignitaries and the students were briefed about the significance of laws in regional languages. It
was also pointed out that the translators’ works are very imperative in defining and interpreting the
law and therefore should be proceeded with specificity as a goal. In the later part of the session, the
gathering worked on constructing a vocabulary for significant terms in the Competition law. This
was an interactive session where there was a remarkable flow of ideas from the experienced
dignitaries to the enthusiastic students and vice versa. This was followed by a small activity where
the students were allotted teams and a small English paragraph, to be translated into legal Tamil
language. The event was wrapped up with the honourable guests rewarding and commending the
students for their active participation in the workshop.

Clubs and Committees
Bringing the court rooms to the law school with all the theoretical preciseness is a spellbinding
experience, and in most cases, better than the experience provided by actual courts. The mooting
process involves extensive research, detailed written presentations and strenuous oral rounds and
the moot court committee ensures that mooters feel at home while doing that. The Moot Court
Committee (MCC) of TNNLU has been regularly conducting various inter and intra moot court
competitions since 2014. The first edition of the National Moot Court Competition was organised
from March 24-26, 2017. In 2018, MCC collaborated with CCI for the first time to organise the 1st
TNNLU-CCI National Moot Court Competition from February 2-4, 2018 which saw large
participation from law students all over India. This year we are happy to collaborate with CCI once
again to organise the 2nd TNNLU-CCI National Moot Court Competition, 2019.
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The Debate and Literary Society of Tamil Nadu National Law University is a majorly student
run group of clubs, which focuses on providing for the creative expression of the student
community in various activities. It provides for an experience beyond the academic
necessities of the students and provides for a forum to develop their general knowledge,
oratory skills and streamlines their energy productively. Formally constituted in 2018, it
encompasses the Poetry Club, Quiz and Discussion Club and the Debating Club. The Poetry
Club creates a network through which students can share literature they find interesting with
their fellow peers and also provide mutual support and assistance in improving their own
individual creative talent and writing abilities with their fellow peers who share the same
passion for poetry and literature.
The Quiz and Discussion Club seeks to keep students well-versed with current affairs and
enhance their knowledge on subjects outside of the legal domain. In pursuit of that goal, the club
conducts regular discussion sessions that provide a platform for students to voice their opinions on
contemporary issues and also enable students to enhance and diversify the
knowledge pool. It also organises frequent quizzes to test their knowledge and create a
conducive and competitive atmosphere for learning in all domains and is not restricted to legal
studies. The Debating Club of the Tamil Nadu National Law University is concerned with the
management of the University's Debating Culture. The Debate Club not only conducts regular
practice debates, it also manages the teams that represent the university at various national
tournaments. It was created for the purpose of promoting general discourse on various issues in the
Parliamentary Debating format to better equip oratory and argumentation skills amongst the
students. The club has also been responsible for organising two editions of the intra-university
debate Vivatam, as well as the second edition of the successful Tamil Nadu National Law University
Inter-Varsity Parliamentary Debate Competition, which was on the British Parliamentary Debate
format.

The first activity of the CLS 2018-19 was the Discussion Circle on the topic ‘Dissent as a form of
Fundamental Right to Speech and Expression’ held on September 10, 2018. The second discussion
circle was held on October 22, 2018 on the topic ‘Pink Tax vis-a- vis feminist jurisprudence’. The
third discussion circle was held on March 6, 2019 on the ‘10% Economic Reservation Act.' The
discussions were led by CLS members with active participation from all the students who attended
the discussion.
The most important event of the year conducted by the CLS was the Quiz on Feminism,
Women’s Rights and Constitutional Law sponsored by the National Commission for Women and in
partnership with the Quiz Club of TNNLU. This event saw more than half the university
participating. The quiz consisted of four levels i.e. a preliminary written quiz and a final round
consisting of three levels-a conventional quiz round, a buzzer round and a picture quiz round.
With a satisfying end, the quiz ended on a close but certain note, with the winners
being awarded cash prizes sponsored by the NCW itself. Overall, the event was a success.
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The activities of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee were in full swing from the beginning
of the academic year starting with a one-hour workshop on Arbitration and Client counselling. The
students were introduced in detail to the technical aspects of Arbitration and were shown the process
of drafting a memorial. To give the attendees a better understanding of how the Arbitration
process takes place, the students of the university demonstrated a mock Arbitration
procedure. The workshop was indeed enlightening and gave major insight on how Arbitration
and Client Counselling competitions work practically.
The ADRC of TNNLU conducted a Three day workshop on “Mediation and Negotiation”
in association with Mr. Aishwarye Dubey, Winner of ICC Young International Mediation Competition,
2015 and Best Mediator of NLS ADR Tournament, 2015. The workshop was conducted on August 21-23,
2018. The ADRC also conducted the intra university ADR competition on September 1-2, 2018. The
competition saw an unprecedented turnout and provided the opportunity for students to acquire
various ADR related skills.

The Music Club of TNNLU was created in the academic year 2018-19. It has conducted various
events to make the campus livelier. A range of jamming sessions of practiced and impromptu
singing and music sessions were held very frequently. The members performed during the
Independence Day celebrations in the University which was the first official performance of
this year. On September 6, 2018, it conducted the first jamming session for the year and also
held successive Karaoke nights for the students. It is also training students in keyboard and
drums under the guidance of instructor Mr. K. Nagaraj (Retd. RPF). The music club aims to
hone the skills of interested students and provide a light-hearted environment to the
University.

On September 9, 2018. the Dance Club hosted its first ever jamming session at the PG Block from 6-7
p.m. included various dance performances by the members of the Dance Club and volunteers and
dance enthusiasts from the student community. The members of the dance club started off with a
group dance and later introduced an event called Adaptune. This was a performance with 2 people
who had to dance on the spot according to the changing music. This was explained first and
demonstrated by the members of the Dance Club and later was performed by students of all five
batches. The first years also participated in this event. The faculty advisor Ms. Aparna Asokan
addressed the crowd after the event. It was conducted after a long week of mooting and submission
of projects and was well received.
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The Office of Career Services is a student driven committee which seeks to act as the point
committee for institution-led placements, internships, summer schools and exchanges. The
committee helps students by providing them with a head start to excel in their professional careers
after graduation. The OCS has formulated a recruitment process to enable potential recruiters to
set up interviews with students. Internships are an integral and inalienable part of a law student’s
life, and the Internship wing of the OCS works towards helping the students in securing
internships. Through our network of contacts, the committee are able to liaise with a variety of
offices and organizations in order to secure internships for our students at various offices across
the country. The TNNLU Internship Policy requires students to complete 5 compulsory internships
including at least one in an NGO, District and Appellate Court to ensure that the students gather a
wholesome experience from different avenues so that they can make an informed career choice.
The Internship wing sits on every Monday and Thursday as a part of the “Internship Help Desk”
initiative in order to assist students with CV drafting, styling and sending independent application
mails. The Placement wing of the OCS facilitates pre-placement talks intended to be conducted by
the recruiters with interested students, before the commencement of the interview process. The
OCS then aids the recruiters in conducting a pre-interview screening for the purpose of which the
recruiter can stipulate any selection or screening policy that is conducive to their recruitment
process. The OCS also organizes career development workshops for the benefit of the students
including workshops relating to higher studies.

The Legal Aid Committee (LAC) has undertaken to reach out to the rural population in and around
the University campus and aid with their legal and other problems at the grassroot level. In order to
achieve the objective, The Committee conducts various awareness programs. here are a few reports:

LEGAL AWARENESS CAMP CONDUCTED AT GOVT.
MIDDLE SCHOOL, NAVALURKUTTAPPATTU
A team consisting of twelve members of the LAC along with the
faculty in-charge had conducted a Legal Awareness Camp at the
Government Middle School at Navalurkuttapattu on August 27, 2018.
The primary objective was to create awareness among the students
and informing them of the basic rights and protection available to
them under various legislations. The faculty in-charge of the
Committee, Dr.S.K.Balashanmugam addressed the gathering regarding the fundamental duties of a
citizen towards the society. Each of the members addressed the Classes VI to VIII on a particular area
of law including Right to information, Domestic violence, Drug abuse, Cyber-crimes, Helpline
numbers and Welfare schemes available to the students. One of the components of the camp included
a role play and a mime show on the Protection of children from sexual offences and Rights of arrested
person, respectively. A short film, on the protection of rights of senior citizens, made in association
with the Tamil Nadu Innovation Initiatives (TANII) was also screened. The students were very
interactive and enthusiastic throughout the session. In order to ensure active participation among the
students, questions related to the activities conducted at the camp were posed to them and students
who correct answers were given chocolates as a token of appreciation.
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LEGAL AWARENESS CAMP CONDUCTED AT HOLY FAMILY R.C. HIGHER
SECONDARY SCHOOL AT AMMAPETTAI, MANIKANDAM BLOCK

A team consisting of eighteen members of the LAC along with the faculty in-charge had conducted a
“Legal Awareness Camp” at the Holy Family R.C. Higher Secondary School at Ammapettai,
Manikandam Block on September 7, 2018. The aim of the program was to create legal awareness
among the students of classes VIII and IX about specific rights available to them under various
legislations. Following the addressal of the crowd by the faculty-in-charge, the student members
discussed a certain area of law namely Right to Information, Domestic Violence, Narcotics, Road
Safety Measures. A few members enacted a play and performed a mime on Protection of children
from sexual offences and Rights of arrested person, respectively. Two short films, on Cyber-crime
and Sexual harassment at workplace, made in association with TANII were also screened. The
students were very inquisitive throughout the session and a particular student posed a lot of
questions to the speakers. They were able to answer most of the questions put forth by our members
and a few students who gave impressive answers were given chocolates as a token of appreciation.

OBSERVERS AT NATIONAL LOK ADALAT-2018
The legal profession is dedicated to arriving at viable solutions to
diverse legal issues. On September 8, 2018, the District Legal
Services Authority of Tiruchirappalli organised a National Lok
Adalat in the District Court, Tiruchirappalli. A nine-member team
comprising of members of the LAC and other student volunteers’
from TNNLU, along with the faculty in-charge Dr. S.K.
Balashanmugam, attended as observers’ to watch the proceedings.
The inaugural ceremony was presided over by the Principal District Judge Thiru. S. Kumaraguru,
fellow Hon’ble Judges and Senior Advocates of District Court, Tiruchirappalli. The National Lok
Adalat was held across seven Committees dealing with Civil Suits, Bank Suits including default in
Payment of Educational Loans, Business Loans, Labour Disputes, Motor Vehicles Accident Claims,
Insurance Claims and Matrimonial Disputes.The legal profession is dedicated to arriving at viable
solutions to diverse legal issues. On September 8, 2018, the District Legal Services Authority of
Tiruchirappalli organised a National Lok Adalat in the District Court, Tiruchirappalli. A nine-member
team comprising of members of the LAC and other student volunteers’ from TNNLU, along with the
faculty in-charge Dr. S.K. Balashanmugam, attended as observers’ to watch the proceedings. The
inaugural ceremony was presided over by the Principal District Judge Thiru. S. Kumaraguru, fellow
Hon’ble Judges and Senior Advocates of District Court, Tiruchirappalli. The National Lok Adalat was
held across seven Committees dealing with Civil Suits, Bank Suits including default in Payment of
Educational Loans, Business Loans, Labour Disputes, Motor Vehicles Accident Claims, Insurance
Claims and Matrimonial Disputes.
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LEGAL AWARENESS RALLY
The Legal Aid Committee (LAC) has undertaken to reach out to
the rural population in and around the University campus and
aid with their legal and other problems at the grassroot level. In
order to achieve the objective, a team consisting of 40 students
including the members of the LAC along with the faculty incharge had conducted the Legal Awareness Rally on September
8, 2018 in the village of Inamkulathur (from Othakadai bus stop
to Government Hospital). The rally was graced by the presence
of the Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM) Mrs. Hemalatha who
flagged off the rally to a start. Throughout the rally, the students
cheerfully sloganeered about the Free Legal Aid Clinic that is
effectively functioning in our campus. As a part of rally, the
students entered the weekly market and distributed pamphlets
to the vendors and as well as the general public informing the
same.

SCREENING OF SHORT FILM IN A JOINT PROGRAM CONDUCTED BY THE
TAMIL NADU STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY AND THE DISTRICT LEGAL
SERVICES AUTHORITY, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI
On October 27, 2018, the Tamil Nadu State Legal Services
Authority in association with the District Legal Services
Authority of Tiruchirappalli and Bishop Heber College organised
a joint program to distribute the Lok-Adalat Awards for the cases
settled in Lok Adalat and benefits to the beneficiaries under the
various welfare schemes of Government of Tamil Nadu. The
Executive Chairman of the Tamil Nadu State Legal Services
Authority, Hon’ble Thiru. Justice Huluvadi G.Ramesh, Judge,
Madras High Court, presided over the function and distributed
the awards. We, the Legal Aid Committee of Tamil Nadu National
Law University, were granted permission from the organising
team to screen two short films ‘Maintenance and Welfare of
Senior Citizens’ and ‘Awareness against Sexual Harassment of
Women at Work Place’ that was developed under the TANII Project. A seven-member team comprising
of members of the LAC, along with the faculty in-charge Dr. S.K. Balashanmugam, participated in the
program and screened the short films.

LEGAL AWARENESS PROGRAMME – INAMKULATHUR
On February 20, 2019 of the LAC members along with the faculty-in-charge conducted a legal
awareness camp in Hajiar Mohammad Yusuf Government School in Inamkulathur, along with Postal
officials who had accompanied us in order to spread awareness about their services. Around 80
students of class VIII were addressed in this programme. The session started off with an
introductory speech by our faculty-in-charge, Dr. Balashanmugam on basics of law and rights. The
Assistant Head Master found it novel and helpful to the students and asked us to come another time
for Class IX students.
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LEGAL AWARENESS CAMP CONDUCTED AT MARY MADHA HIGH
SCHOOL AT SOUTH PAGANUR, MANIKANDAM BLOCK
A team consisting of thirteen members of the Legal Aid
Committee along with the faculty in-charge had
conducted a “Legal Awareness Camp” at the Mary
Madha High School at South Paganur, Manikandam
Block on October 27, 2018. The aim of the programme
was to create legal awareness among the students of
Classes VIII, IX and X about specific rights available to
them under various legislations. The Faculty in-charge,
Dr.S.K. Balashanmugam addressed the 120 students who
were aassembled, about the basic rights available to a
citizen under the Constitution of India.
The student members of LAC discussed a certain area of law namely Right to Information, Domestic
Violence, Narcotics, Sexual Harassment and also gave career guidance to the students. A short film
on Sexual Harassment at workplace, made in association with TANII was also screened. The students
were very inquisitive throughout the session and a particular student posed a lot of questions to the
speakers. They were able to answer most of the questions put forth by our members and a few
students who gave impressive answers were given chocolates as a token of appreciation.

REPORT ON LEGAL AWARENESS CAMP AT MATHUR
ORGANISED BY JJ COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING.
A team consisting of four members along with the faculty in-charge of the Legal Aid Committee,
Dr.S.K. Balashanmugam, conducted a legal awareness camp at the village Mathur as part of a request
by the JJ College of Engineering, Tiruchirappalli to conduct a session as part of their NSS camp on
January 25, 2018. The primary objective of this programme was to create legal awareness among the
villagers and the college students who were present there. Since it was the National Voter’s Day on
the 25th of January commemorating the establishment of the Election Commission, the faculty incharge addressed the gathering on the same and also spoke about the various fundamental rights
and duties of a citizen. Each member discussed about a particular area of law namely, right to vote,
Right to Information, Sexual Harassment of women at the workplace and Maintenance and Welfare
of Senior Citizens and Parents. Each of these sessions was followed by question and answer session,
A short film on “Maintenance and Welfare of Senior Citizens” made by the Legal Aid Committee in
association with Tamil Nadu Innovative Initiatives was also screened. The college students were very
enthusiastic throughout the session.

GRAM SABHA VISIT- ARIYAAVUR
“India is poor because villages of India are poor. India will be rich if the villages of India are rich.
Panchayat should be given greater powers, for we want the villages to have a greater measure of swaraj
(self-government) in their own villages”- Nehru
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A team consisting of two members and the faculty in-charge of the Legal Aid Committee, along with
the faculty in-charge of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, TNNLU and three volunteers conducted a Legal
Awareness Programme in the Gram Sabha at Ariyaavur on January 26, 2019. The faculty in-charge of
the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan TNNLU, Mrs. T. S. Agilla, addressed the gathering about the objective of
our visit. The primary objective was to create legal awareness among the villagers and to bring
transformational change in rural development processes. We then attended the Gram Sabha meeting
and gained a first-hand experience in understanding how this process takes place. The Secretary of
the village talked about the initiatives that were made during the last three months and the villagers
raised various questions regarding the implementation of various works that was underway.
After the meeting was over, we took all those who had assembled to a room in order to show
them the short films on the Maintenance and Welfare of Senior Citizens and on Sexual Harassment
of Women at the Workplace, which were made in association with Tamil Nadu Innovative Initiatives.
The short films were screened and were explained by the members of the Legal Aid Committee. We
found a lack of legal aid in and around the village and many were in deliberate need of legal advice.
Then, our faculty in-charge concluded by addressing the gathering regarding the free legal aid
provided by TNNLU every Wednesday in collaboration with the District Legal Services Authority,
Tiruchirappalli.

Student Achievements
Ramakash G.S., IIIrd Year, B. A LL.B., won 2nd prize for the best paper in the UG category.
“Deteriorating Environment and Climate Change: Capitalism as the Raison D’etre?” in the
International Interdisciplinary on Internationalization of Human Rights and Changing
Dimensions of Fundamental Rights organized by the Department of Law, Central University of
Kerala, Thiruvalla Campus. His article was also published in a book called Human Rights and
Constitutional Governance (1st edn, Department of Law, Central University of Kerala 2019), pp.
445-449. He also wrote an essay, ‘Relevance of Law: A Theoretical Framework’ which was
published in Barefoot Philosophers, a blog which forms part of which is an initiative helmed by
Professor Sundar Sarukkai under the Philosophy Programme at National Institute of Advanced
Studies aimed at creating an open resource for Philosophy in India. It was also chosen as one of
five essays that will be awarded a small honorarium of ₹. 1000/.
Sonal Chauhan and Ananya Gaur, IIIrd year, were selected as Best Presenters for the paper
titled ‘A Comparative Analysis : Revenge Porn’ in Converse’19, A two-day National Seminar,
organised by the Centre for Human Rights of Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad held from
February 15-16, 2019.
The team consisting of Vinudeep R, Ashwin Bala Someshwerar B E and Sreelakshmi B, of III year,
B.Com. LL.B. (Hons.) represented the Tamil Nadu National Law University at the XXI S C Javali
Memorial National Moot Court Competition conducted by the Karnatak University’s Sir Siddappa
Kambli Law College, Dharwad from October 13-14, 2018. The team was honoured to argue before
a moot Constitutional Bench consisting of 5 judges, including Hon’ble Mr (Retd.) Justice Mr B S
Chauhan, Hon’ble Mr (Retd.) Mr A K Goel, Retired Judges of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India
and Mr Uday Holla, the Advocate General for the State of Karnataka.
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The team consisting of Vinudeep R, Ashwin Bala and Thejashvini of III year have won the award
for the Best Memorial at the 3rd Shesha Iyengar Ramasamy Memorial National Tamil Moot Court
Competition. The Competition was hosted by Dr Ambedkar Government Law College
Pondicherry.
Krishna B.A. (IVth Year) and Indumugi C. (IInd Year) were second runner ups at the Indian
Management and Technology (IMT) Nagpur's National Case Competition which was held by the
Center for Corporate Governance in the University under the aegis of National Foundation for
Corporate Governance (NFCG) on February 3, 2019.
Indumugi C. and Bijaharini Gopalakrishnan, both from IInd Year, came 5th in the 1st Indian
Mediation Week Essay Competition 2018-19. Their essay was titled, "Mediation as an Alternative to
Criminal Prosecution: An Exploration of its Usage and Barriers to Effective Resolution of Conflict"
under the theme Mediation in Criminal Disputes.
Indumugi and Bijaharini also received a verbal mention of having written the best paper for the
10th Ambedkar Memorial Lecture's National Conference on "Social Inequalities and Exclusions in
Contemporary India". The paper was a qualitative and empirical research work undertaken for
over 2 months on, "Stigmatization of single- parents: The Psychological and Social Experience in
South India." The Conference took place at TISS, Tuljapur from February 15-16, 2019.
Fifth Year student Gautham Balaji was Second Best Student Advocate at Surana And Surana
National Trial Advocacy Moot Court Competition conducted at School of Law, SASTRA, Deemed to
be University, Thanjavur, which took place from October 12-14, 2018.
A team consisting of Shradha Pandey, Raghav Bherwani and Arvind Kavattur participated in
Christ University Parliamentary Debate and were adjudged as the winners of the Novice
Parliamentary Debate. The competition was held from February 9-12, 2019.

Campus News
TNNLU Library and Databases

The Tamil Nadu National Law University boasts a well-furnished library which has a three- storeyed
building having more than 10,000 books on various titles along with reporters and journals like All
India Reporter, All England Reporter, AIR Manual, Halsbury Laws of England, Corpus Juris
Secundum, Labour Law Journal, Madras Law Journal, Current Tamil Nadu Cases, Criminal Law
Journal, Company Cases etc., The University also provides access to online databases such as West
Law India, JSTOR, CDJ Law Journal, Kluwer Arbitration, Manupatra, SCC Online, HeinOnline,
Indiastat to facilitate quality research for the students.

Inauguration of the Centre for Labour and Development
The Centre for Labour and Development was inaugurated by
Hon'ble Thiru. Justice T.S. Sivagnanam, Judge, Madras High Court,
Mr. C. Manishankar, Additional Advocate General and Mr.
Aravindh Pandian, Additional Advocate General to conceptualise
contemporary issues in labour law in terms of interactions
between the law and socio-economic development. Hon'ble Thiru.
Justice T.S. Sivagnanam also stressed on the need for interdisciplinary research in this field with special reference to
migrant workers.
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A sale to help support self help groups
A Self Help Group Exhibit Cum Sale was set up in our campus at the
behest of the University’s Unnat Bharat Abhiyan from August 30-31,
2018. Women from different parts of Trichy associated with the SHG
set up stalls displaying numerous wares ranging from clothing,
jewellery, herbal products, and handicrafts to traditional South
Indian snack varieties. The exhibit witnessed an overwhelming
response from the students and management of the University. The
women were delighted with the turnout as well as the turnover. Ms.
Revathy, one of the salespersons said that the proceeds from such
stalls went to finance their children’s education. She also spoke
about how the Self Help Group has improved her life and remarked
with enthusiasm that this was the tenth University she has been to
through the help of the Projects Officer in the Collector’s Office.
With the help of the products which are prepared by the SHGs, she
has set up a Herbal Store in Srirangam along with another woman,
Ms. Sumathi. These products are made by a group of women in
Woraiyur and are then packed and sold by them for a marginal
profit. These are strong women who fought against all odds and also
exhibited to us their ability and their strength. They had heaping
praises about our University and our students who made this exhibit
a success and also were supportive and made them enjoy selling
their products.

The Freshers' Orientation Programme
There is nothing that says hello better than a welcome party
consisting of a judge and a couple of Additional Advocates General,
especially if the persons involved have just made the gigantic decision
to study in a law school. The first year of the 2018-2023 batch in the
Tamil Nadu National Law University (TNNLU) were not aware of the
little surprises they would encounter in the four-day orientation
beginning from July 21, 2018.
Being the official first day for the freshers, their parents were equally
excited about being a part of Day One. The seminar hall was filled
with a mix of emotions: anxiety, thrill and curiosity. The show started
with a seven-minute informational video directed by one of the
members of the TNNLU faculty family, Dr. Britto Stalin. The video
took all of us on a quick tour of the city of Trichy, including its history
and other places of interest. Following that, the Hon’ble Vice
Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) Kamala Sankaran gave the welcome address
which did not omit to mention the change of the University’s name
from Tamil Nadu National Law School to Tamil Nadu National
University. Everyone was introduced to the first advocate that TNNLU
made, Mr Rahul Manishankar. The Vice Chancellor also informed that
TNNLU has a mentorship programme to engage them constructively.
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Hon'ble Thiru. Justice T.S. Sivagnanam, Judge, Madras High Court, firstly congratulated the audience
on the choice that they made. His genuine appreciation of the profession moved almost all the
members of the audience. He also encouraged the students to give their best from the very first day
as the effort put in on every hour can make a huge difference. He gave a healthy disclaimer about the
voluminous work and the ruthless competition that cannot be avoided at any cost. His friendly
introduction to the field of law doubtlessly made a lasting impact on the listeners. He gave a special
reference to how the legal profession helps women get stronger. Before concluding, he briefly
discussed the qualities that a successful lawyer must have, like honesty, people skills, research skills,
perseverance, a sense of judgement, creativity and analytical skills. However, he focused on how
important it is for a law student to have opinions on different matters, as it would assist in exploring
all the sides to an issue. He was proud of the resources that TNNLU had to offer the students and
was certain that it was going to change their lives remarkably.
Additional Advocate General Mr. C. Manishankar addressed the gatherng with the same alacrity. He
fondly recalled the last time he had come to the University, for the orientation programme for his
son, and was immensely glad that it has come a long way in a short span of time. He also
commended the increase in the number of options available to students now. He stressed on how an
advocate presents his case in court without any personal attachment to the case. Additional
Advocate General Mr. Aravindh Pandian, who was also present, began by saying that the knowledge
in this profession is only experience. He was specific when he talked about how unavoidable it is for
a law student to improve their reading, writing and listening skills. He felt that it would be very
useful if a person is fluent in a minimum of three languages so that it is easy to connect with people
better. He motivated the students to take part in extracurricular activities so that they don’t miss out
on valuable experiences from them, especially the internships. He also suggested that the students
be flexible in sticking to the goals that they set in the beginning of the academic year because there
is a lot in store for them that they might not have imagined before. Like the rest of the guest
speakers he was enormously gratified by the enthusiasm of the students and their parents.
In the one-hour long question and answer session, parents and student had an opportunity to clarify
their doubts with the Hon’ble guests. Parents were concerned about the rate at which the profession
is growing. Justice T.S. Sivagnanam assured them that the growth is latent and has never decelerated
before. There were also queries about foreign exchange programs, for which the Vice Chancellor
explained that the Memorandums of Understanding were not signed yet and that the University is
working on it. It was also brought to notice that many professors from abroad spend days together
at TNNLU and conducted extra-credit courses. There were concerns about how the students are
going to have a hands-on experience of being a lawyer. They were made aware of programmes
where villages were adopted and the free legal aid provided. Another question related to whether
any political or legal background was necessary for faring well in this field. It was made clear that it
has its pros and cons, but not having a strong background is not going to stop anyone from growing.
Many parents clarified their doubts regarding advocacy skills, scholarship programmes, third
language programmes and opportunities for student loans. Some enquired about the amenities
available. After all the clarification, the session ended successfully with Dr. Britto Stalin giving the
vote of thanks.
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Kratos 2018- Intra-University Sports Fest
This edition of Kratos was the most energetic event yet, with the most number of participants and the
students' talents were brought to the limelight. The air was charged as the students displayed their
passion and fought against all odds to win the trophy. Several events ranging from Kabaddi to board
games such as Chess. In events such as Mini Football, unprecedented talents were showcased. Equal
amounts of skill and tension was shown in both the Men’s and Women’s Badminton Event. There were
more fun and breezy events like Arm wrestling and Lemon and the Spoon. The other events were
Throwball, Kho Kho, Volleyball, Dodgeball, Table Tennis and ‘Push-Up Challenge’. This edition of
Kratos was by far the most entertaining. The winners and the runners up are as follows:
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