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A NOTE FROM THE

VICE-CHANCELLOR
Dear Reader,
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the new academic
year 2019 - 2020. This issue of the TNNLU Newsletter is a brief
account of the various events and activities that happened over the
last few months in the University. It is also a miniature reflection of the
work and industry put in by the faculty, staff and students to keep
Tamil Nadu National Law University’s name flying high. The year 2019
has been a special year for us. We held the Convocation for our firstever batch of students of the B.A. LL.B. (Hons.) programme who
graduated in the academic year 2017-18. The year also marked the
completion of the first batch of our newly instituted one-year LL.M.
programme.
As our University enters its seventh year of existence, we seek
to make more relevant the legal education and research undertaken
by the University. It is no surprise that the interest in law, and
consequently in legal education, is on the rise. The University, having
been set up with the mandate to provide quality legal education to its
students, also seeks to inculcate in them a sense of responsibility to
serve society through the field of law. As a growing institution, we also
welcome suggestions from all so we may fulfill our role as a premier
legal educational institution of which all stakeholders are proud.
Prof. (Dr.) Kamala Sankaran
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TAMIL NADU NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY’S
FIRST CONVOCATION

Tamil Nadu National Law University’s (TNNLU) First Convocation for the batch of
2013-2018 was held on 16th March 2019. Hon’ble Tmt. Justice Vijaya
Kamlesh Tahilramani, Chief Justice of the Madras High Court and the Chancellor of
TNNLU presided over the Convocation and delivered the Convocation address. The
event was celebrated with the greatest gusto by the faculty members, the staff, the
parents and the graduates themselves. It was an unforgettable day for all the graduates
who had emerged from the five-year law course in flying colours. The day began by
acknowledging the momentous role played by education in building a nation’s
individuals. The Hon'ble Chancellor, in her speech pointed out that the legal profession
is one where the process of knowledge acquisition is expansive and serves as a
springboard for innumerable career opportunities. She explained that the diversity in
TNNLU also supplemented the whole experience. The Chancellor also gave due credit
to the parents of the graduates who must have worked incessantly to witness that very
special day. She also generously acknowledged the contribution made by the
professors. Above all, she was optimistic about the high percentage of women who
graduated and with the existing participation of women in the profession as a whole.
She concluded by stressing on the selflessness and integrity that is in the core of the
profession.
The degrees were then conferred to all the graduates along with the medals. Ms.
Sathya Parvathi was the overall topper. Ms. Eniya Chezhiyan bagged the medal for
coming second. Ms. Sathya Parvathi was also the overall topper in the women’s
category and the topper in the subject of Civil Procedure Code and was thus honoured
with three gold medals in total. The Chancellor also delivered the Convocation pledge,
after which the Convocation was dissolved. The last leg of the event was celebrated
with due enthusiasm, as it came to a nostalgic end.
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CREDIT COURSE ON CANADIAN
CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
Professor Jacqueline Krikorian from the York University in Toronto, Canada
conducted a one credit course on Canadian Constitutional Law – History, Politics and
the Law in the TNNLU Campus between 28 th January and 1 st February 2019. She is
an Associate Professor and a member of the Bar of Ontario, Canada. She has
received a Ph.D. from the University of Toronto (Political Science), an M.A. from
Dalhousie (Political Science) and her law degree from Queen University. She
specializes in government and public law, with a particular emphasis on Canada and
US relations. She has been the recipient of funding from a number of institutions
including the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, Fulbright
Canada, and the Commonwealth awards program.
The course lasted for 5 days and was open to all 2nd, 3rd, 4th year students of
TNNLU on a first come first serve basis. It introduced students to the Constitution of
Canada and took them through the evolution of the legal document from being a relic
of the querulous British North American colonies to becoming the guardian of one of
the most socially inclusive countries in the world.
Professor Krikorian addressed the selected 50 students of the course through a
series of lectures after regular class hours and took them on a historical tour of the
origins of the constitution - the issues in the decision-making process, the precarious
balancing of provincial interests and goals, and the resulting structure of government
envisaged by the document. She guided the students on the principles of constitutional
interpretation and introduced them to a number of important legal tenets that traced its
origins in Canadian jurisprudence. One among this was the pith and substance
doctrine- a loyal handmaiden of the Indian judiciary. She also discussed the adoption
of a Bill of Rights in 1982 and the consequent limits it placed on the Canadian
government. This was followed by an interesting exposition on certain unique
features in the Canadian document such as a ‘non obstante clause’ which empowered
Canadian provinces to override judicial scrutiny. This set the tone for a colorful debate
on the need for and efficacy of judicial review in a Constitution. There was also a taste
of the Canadian flavor in the matter of minority rights and the administration of criminal
justice- an eye-opening perspective offered in the light of contemporary problems such
as drug trade and language fundamentalism.
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The course was conducted through a series of ten interactive lectures. Students
were also encouraged, as part of the course, to write short reflective papers where
they critically analyzed aspects of the Canadian Constitutional framework and
compared them with the Indian system. They had the opportunity to sift through the
provisions of the British North America Act, 1867 and the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms,1982 as well as major decisions from the Canadian courts such as R v
Oakes which helped them draw interesting parallels to the Indian scenario.
It was a wonderful opportunity for the students who successfully completed the
course. Despite the marked similarity of both the Constitutions in being influenced by
British colonialism, the course revealed to them startling differences in approach
towards key social and political issues. It provided a chance to take a leaf or two out of
the ‘living tree’ of the Canadian Constitution to adorn the entrée to the future of Indian
Constitutional Law; a baby step taken in nudging the upcoming jurists and lawyers
towards the captivating world of comparative constitutional law.

ADVANCED REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY LAWS
Tamil Nadu National Law University
(TNNLU) hosted a workshop on Biological
Diversity Laws and Access and Benefit Sharing
in collaboration with the National Law School of
India University (NLSIU), Bengaluru on 11th
and 12th of May 2019. The two-day workshop
was sponsored by the United Nations
Development Programme, Global
Environment Facility.
The event saw the participation of scholars and academicians, as well as other
stakeholders such as environmentalists and NGOs from the entire region. It provided
an open platform for the participants to have a free exchange of ideas regarding the
intricacies of the biological diversity legislations. Shri T. Rabikumar, Indian Forest
Services and former Secretary of National Biodiversity Authority, appreciated the
current legislation on biodiversity and urged that it is necessary for citizens to be
ambassadors for the Biological Diversity Act. Prof. (Dr.) Sairam Bhat on the other
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hand, emphasized on the global nature of the obligation to protect the environment and
discussed the long-standing relevance of the UNDP GEF. Prof. (Dr.) Babu Rajendran
also provided a special address speaking on the various issues that plagued
Biodiversity and its conservation. Prof. (Dr.) Kamala Sankaran, Vice Chancellor of the
University then deliberated on the social nature of the duty to protect biodiversity, and
on how certain individual rights can be an acceptable cost of having an invigorating
environment.
The eight sessions specifically and exclusively dealt with topics like the Biological
Diversity Act, 2002, Biological Diversity Rules, 2004 and Access and Benefit Sharing
Guidelines, 2014, Procedures for Applying and the Processing of Applications under the
Biodiversity Act, 2002, Interdisciplinary Approach to Biodiversity: International and
National Perspectives, and challenges and issues with respect to the Biodiversity Act.
The workshop was a huge success with the relentless support of the organising
committee and the volunteers.

MCC TRIAL ADVOCACY ORIENTATION
The Moot Court Committee, in efforts to further enrich and promote the mooting
culture in the campus, organised a Trial Advocacy orientation for the student
community. It was conducted on the 15th of May, 2019. The orientation was primarily
conducted by Gautham Balaji and Nathaniel Andrews of the V Year who are exemplary
Trial Advocacy mooters and have won accolades for the University.
The orientation acted as a preliminary introduction to the functioning of a Trial
Advocacy Moot. Trial Advocacy was differentiated from traditional moot competitions
and was shown as a mock exercise to promote certain essential skills for students
interested in trial litigation. The orientation introduced the students, to the basics of a
trial proceeding and provided an elementary understanding of how trial advocacy
competitions function. A reference trial advocacy moot problem based on
contemporary criminal law issues was circulated among the students and a mock trial
was conducted using this problem to aid their understanding. There was a lively
discussion on the presentation of evidence and examination of witnesses. It was a
specially informative session for the students, especially those from the first and
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second years who were not previously introduced to trial advocacy moots.
Law institutions across the country have increasingly begun to conduct mock trials
to help young advocates to learn the finer aspects of a trial court proceeding. These
mock trials are simulations of trial proceedings which require one to possess tactical
strength as well as a strong hold on procedural and substantive legal knowledge.
Therefore this initiative to acquaint students with these type of competitions received
an enthusiastic response. It proved beneficial to both beginners as well as those
seeking to brush up on their trial advocacy skills, setting the tone for a stronger Trial
Advocacy culture in the University.

RESEARCH AND WRITING WORKSHOP
TNNLU Centre for Research and Writing conducted "Citation Jeopardy" a fun event
of legal quizzing on 19th February 2019. The event centred on a short session
decoding the different citation styles used in legal writing (Bluebook, OSCOLA and ILI)
and follow up with a game of Jeopardy themed on the same. In the game of Citation
Jeopardy, the answers were given first, and the contestants (students) had to supply
the questions to those answers. It was a fun and lively event with many students
turning up for a fun evening. CRW provided the students with a quick reference
handbook which contained a compiled list of commonly used citation styles to ease the
students research. This handbook laid down the simple rules for students to follow
while citing their work in Bluebook, OSCOLA and ILI. The Centre for Research and
Writing designed the session particularly to help the students with the nitty-gritty of
citations for their upcoming projects and other academic submissions.
The CRW also held a workshop on advanced critical writing and it was developed to
guide first year students through the full procedure of research planning, design,
methodology, citation, bibliography, plagiarism and other critical writing related issues.
Based on the theory session, students were asked to submit their Family Law I Project
Synopsis to CRW, and were guided through one-on-one appointments on how to
improve their overall research and writing style.
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TOWARDS A MORE ENVIRONMENT
CONSCIOUS TNNLU
The necessity of protecting
the environment can never be
exaggerated and TNNLU has
been making further progress
with each passing year. The
primary focus in the last
academic year was the
identification
of
material
issues, and the appreciation
of the value of the flora and fauna even within the campus. The work to facilitate
these objectives had been carried out by the Eco Club throughout the year. The Club
believes in mobilising as many students as possible, to achieve its environmental
sustainability goals.
The first event conducted in the academic year 2018-19 was the Campus CleanUp. Around fifty students volunteered to collect trash from in and around the university
premises and dispose them safely. This activity was met with ever-increasing zest from
the members of the club as well as the students. Another continuing event conducted
by the Eco Club is the 'Tree Census'. More than 450 trees have been counted and 22
species have been identited till now in the ongoing survey. The survey is conducted
every Sunday with enthusiam. The Eco Club also plants tree saplings to further enrich
the flora in the campus.
The Eco Club is also responsible for other developments in spreading awareness
about environment and other pressing environmental issues. In ‘Vaanga Pesalam’ it
offered a platform for all students to share their opinions and ideas with the rest of the
student community. It also conducts debates and discussions on crucial topics
regularly. Apart from these, the Club also conducted art and photography competitions
on various relevant themes.
In terms of the core objectives of the Eco Club, there are many projects underway to
ensure continued growth
in
the environmental sustainability measures of the
University. One such goal is to restructure the waste management plan in the
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campus. The waste management system includes segregation of waste, recycling
of dry waste by trichy
corporation. Further, the
installation
of
Sweage
treatment plants (STPs) in
the
University
is
in
progress.
The University seeks to
reduce
the
level
of
contamination,
improve
sanitation, and to promote
the use of recycled water
for tending to the plants
in the campus. The club also hopes to put in a place infrastructure for rain water
harvesting. The club desires to deal with the numerous challenges in areas like

waste management, enhancing
space
efficiency,
protecting
biodiversity, reducing individual
carbon footprint and utilising
sustainable
construction.
The
University believes that it could
tackle the above issues through
cleaner technology and
cultural
change, along with informed
decision making. The university
also
remains committed to
ensuring
sustainable
use
of
resources and contributing to the
health of the planet.
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INCEPTION - KRATOS 2019
The University has a vibrant sporting and cultural atmosphere where one can see
talent on the sports field as well as the stage. Evenings after classes are never
complete without events such as friendly sport matches and jamming sessions. To
foster a spirit of healthy competition and to provide a platform to showcase and reward
talent, student-run Committees organized various events with attractive prizes.
Inception 2019, the annual Intra - University Cultural Extravaganza was held between
11th - 18th March 2019. It was jointly organized by the Debate and Literary
Committee, Music and Dance Club, and the Eco Club of TNNLU. Various events such
as Acapella, Adapt tune, Debate, Recitation, Shipwreck, Adzap, Channel Surfing,
Batch Parade, Group and Solo Dance among others, were conducted after class
hours. The events were held in the
Seminar Hall, Multipurpose Hall
and the Auditorium, and witnessed
huge participation from all the
batches. An equally strong crowd
was present in all the venues to
cheer the participants. The Theatre
Club
staged
its
first
ever
production, “Hello, Nice to Meet
You, Goodbye”, a light - hearted
play on 18th March 2019. The play was an instant hit with the audience thanks to the
theatrical finesse of the actors and the careful direction of the prop team, and the
director Shivani Nadesan of the foruth year.The trophies and prizes were distributed in
a valedictory ceremony held on 19th March 2019 in the presence of the Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor and faculty members. The highly enthusiastic First Year batch won the Best
Batch of Inception 2019 Award on the basis of points, while the Third-Year batch won
the Batch Parade. In the very next month, Kratos 2019, the bi-annual Intra-University
Sports Fest was held between 11th -13th April. It was organized by the Sports
Committee and included field sports such as Mini Football, Cricket, Kho-Kho, Kabaddi,
Dodgeball, Volleyball and Throwball, as well as indoor sports such as Badminton, Table
Tennis, Chess and Carrom. Special highlight was the introduction of parochial events
such as Rugball, Kings and Frisbee. It was the perfect example of an inclusive fest as
there was a Sports Quiz for those whose wits were quicker than their feet. There were
also rules which required teams to compulsorily have female members. The 3 days
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provided the perfect stress buster for students nearing the end of the Semester and
was received with enthusiasm with students from all batches. The Winners and
Runners- Up were rewarded with medals in the valedictory ceremony held on 16th May
2019 in the presence of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Faculty members and the
University Coach Mr. C. Suriya. The Individual Champion trophy was awarded to Ram
Vignesh J of the III Year and Trisha Lesley of V Year for having won the highest
number of medals in boys and girls categories respectively. Apart from this, farewell
matches of Cricket, Football and Basketball were held in the month of May between
the outgoing batch and the rest of the University. The University also regularly played
teams from other colleges and institutes in Volleyball and Basketball during the
semester.

CAMPUS WATCH
(I)BOOK CLUB
When one gets tired of sifting through the exhaustive list of cases and statutes, it
augurs well to pick up a book to lose oneself in a gripping world of fantasy and magic or
set out in a jaunt exploring new intellectual domains. The Book Club is a
voluntary student – teacher initiative to foster the spirit and skill of reading. It was born
out of an event called Title Trail in the Intra - Cultural Program, Inception, where
carefully - worded clues to various book titles were hidden across the campus. The
event brought together a bunch of bibliophiles who wanted to be able to meet and
discuss the books they read and want to read in a more regular fashion.
The Book Club serves as the perfect complement for the development of the same.
It is open to all and welcomes both hard-core readers and new-comers alike as long as
one was willing to pick up a book and read.
A series of thought-provoking emails are sent to the student body which sets the
theme of discussion. Students and faculties then gather near the main stairs of the UG
Academic Block and discuss. The meetings so far have seen discussions on popular
fantasy fiction series such as Harry Potter and Game of Thrones, as well as a unilateral
resolve to explore non-fiction titles to develop and grow one’s intellectual faculties. The
Club meets every Monday at 5.30 PM.
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(II) INAUGURATION OF THE RECREATION ROOM
The Sports Committee, to uplift the spirits of the student community, inaugurated the
Recreation Room on the 10th of October, 2018. Considered to be the brainchild of the
Sports Committee of the previous year, it was set up to honour the work of the senior
members of the committee. The recreation room provides the students with ample
amount of stress- busting activities for the students. It is the perfect avenue for the
students to destress and have an invigorating time. A wide range of indoor games,
starting from a variety of board games, Darts, Chess, traditional Indian games like
Palanguzhi to Table Tennis.
The recreation room has a game to offer for and appeal to every student in our
campus. The recreation room acts as the ideal spot for students to regain their strength
for the oft arduous academic endeavours. The recreation room is a widely popular
facility that has a huge crowd of students making this venture of the Sports Committee,
a grand success.
The inauguration of the basketball court was another distinctive achivement in the
arena of sports, the University also has an Indoor badminton court to foster the spirit of
sportsmanship amongst the students.

(III) AAVIN AND CANTEEN INAUGURATION
A self-help group (SHG) is a financial intermediary committee usually composed of
10–20 local women or men. The members have similar social and economic
background and come together to alleviate their problems. Kalki, one such Women
SHG established 7 years ago with an aim to financially empower similarly placed
women has been awarded the management of both the Aavin booth and canteen. The
canteen was inaugurated on February 18th , 2019 and serves quality food at
reasonable rates. The Aavin booth was inaugurated on March 4th , 2019 in the
presence of Mr. Karthikeyan Anbarasu, Chairman, Aavin, Trichy. It provides products
such as curd, ice cream, yoghurt, chocolate, Paal Khova, Ghee etc. Both are run by
the 11 industrious members of the SHG.
Aavin is the popular name for the Tamilnadu Co-operative Milk Producers Federation
Limited, which was established in February 1st , 1981 replacing the Dairy
Development Department, after Tamil Nadu decided to follow the successful Anand
pattern. Aavin provides the option of franchise retail outlet which has been adopted by
Kalki. TNNLU has been very receptive and accommodating of both
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these endeavours and the support given by the student community has been of
immense help. Various SHGs have also hosted numerous sale exhibitions before.
These are quite popular with the student community making them an integral part of
the University campus. The University remains committed to the empowerment of
people and will continue to seek opportunities to uplift disadvantaged sections of the
society with more such endeavours.

(IV) PARK CONSTRUCTED BY NLC IN TNNLU
The Neyveli Lignite Corporation (NLC), India, as a part of their Corporate Social
Responsibility initiative, constructed a park in our campus, which was inaugurated by
Hon’ble Justice Thiru. T.S. Sivagnanam on 03.03.2019. Moreover, it is also being
maintained by NLC for the period of one year. The walking park offers a scenic view
and has a walking/jogging path. It is aesthetically pleasing and allows the TNNLU
community to enjoy the simple pleasures and serves as an opportunity for everyone to
be energetic and get revitalised by allowing them to connect with nature.
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE FIELD OF MOOTING:
Manikanda Prabhu J, Nilavan S. and Sivakumar S. were the runners-up in the 9th
Justice P.N. Bhagwati International Moot Court Competition on Human Rights, 2019.
They also bagged the Best Memorial award.
Derlene Joshna, Ojas Sivakumar and Shuwakitha Chandrasekaran were the semifinalists in the International Trademark Association (INTA) 2nd Asia-Pacific Moot
Court Competition 2019.
Rigved Prasad, Shuwakitha Chandrasekharan and Manoj were the runners-up in the
Surana & Surana and IITM Shaastra 2019 Intellectual Property Law Moot Court
Competition, 04 – 06 January 2019. Moreover, Shuwakitha Chandrasekaran and
Rigved Prasad won the Best Student Advocate and the Second-Best Student
Advocate respectively.
Derlene Joshna, Ojas Sivakumar and Arvind Krishna G were made the runners-up in
3rd Shri V. Chandrasekaran Memorial Tax Moot Court Competition, 2018. Derlene
Joshna was awarded as the Best Speaker.
Raghavi R., Dhruti Lunker and Isiri S.D. were the runners-up in 2nd RU Singh
National Moot Court Competition, University of Lucknow, 2019.
Indumugi C., Bijaharini Gopalakrishnan and Payaswini Rai were quarter-finalists in
9th Dr. Paras Diwan International Energy Law Moot Court Competition, 2019.
B.E. Ashwin Bala Someswerar, Vinudeep R. and Sreelakshmi were the runners-up
in the 21st Sri S.C. Javali Memorial National Moot Court Competition, 2018,
Karnatak University, Dharwad, 2018.
B.E. Ashwin Bala Someshwerar, Vinudeep R. and Thejeshvini were awarded the
Best Memorial in the 3rd Sesha Iyengar Ramasamy Memorial National Tamil Moot
Court Competition, 2019, Pondicherry University, Puducherry, 2019.
Surya Narayana, Vinudeep R. and B.E. Ashwin Bala Someshwerar were the 2 nd
runners-up in International trade law moot court competition - LEX ORBIS 2019,
SDM Law College and Centre for Post Graduate Studies and Research in Law,
Mangalore, 2019.
Sirat Sapra, Shilpa Singh and Yash Tandon were the runners-up in 7th National
Moot Court Competition, Bishop Cotton Women & Christian Law College, Bangalore,
2019. Also, they bagged the Best Memorial and Sirat Sapra won the Best Promising
Advocate and Best Male Advocate.
George J.Nalappat, Shrayashree T. and Siddarth P. were awarded the Best
Memorial in the 28th Kerala Law Academy (KLA) National Moot Court Competition,
2019.
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NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE FIELD OF DEBATING:
Arvind Krishna Kavattur, Raghav Bherwani and Shradha Pandey won the Novice
rounds in Christ University Parliamentary Debate, 2019.
Sowmya Srinivasan and Shradha Pandey had a break in the 9th Annual NALSAR
Inter Varsity Parliamentary Championship,2019.
Sowmya Srinivasan had an adjudicator break in the 10th IIT Bombay National
Debate, 2019.

OTHER NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS:
Krishnan Dhananjay Ananthasivan has been awarded a Verbal Mention, DISEC in
the National Institute of Technology-Trichy MUN, 2019 and a High Commendation,
DISEC, in National University ALS MUN, March 2019.

UPCOMING EVENTS
TNNLU is looking forward to the following events this semester:
The Inauguration of the Orientation Programme for the first year of the academic
year 2019-20 will take place on 21st July, 2019. The next three days see umpteen
activities planned to give them the warmest welcome and make them feel at home.
The National Commission for Women is celebrating its 26th anniversary by hosting a
seminar with the focus on “Empowering Women through Entrepreneurship” on 2nd
August 2019. The objective is to initiate dialogue about making the business
environment supportive for women.
The US Consulate General Chennai in collaboration with Loyola College is hosting
the US-India Comparative Constitutional Debate on 9th August 2019 to bring to light
the nuances between the US and the Indian Constitutions with special reference to
right to life, right to property and right to freedom of speech.
Though the dates have not been confirmed, the Intra-University National Moot Court
Competition (IUMCC) and the Intra-University Trial Advocacy Competition (IUTAC)
for the year 2019-20 will also be held in the coming weeks.
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FROM THE EDITORIAL TEAM
The Newsletter Committee thanks the Vice Chancellor for the guidance and support
provided for the committee. The Committee expresses its gratitude to Jasun Chelat
Ma'am, the faculty co-ordinator, for providing immense help, and dedicating her time,
patience and interest for the benefit of the committee. The Committee thanks the
Photography Club and the Digital Media and Communication Committee for their timely
help and co-ordination.
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